[Smoking and aortic diseases].
Smoking is a major cause of cardiovascular risk factor. It is an independent risk factor for the onset and development of atherosclerotic vascular disease. Inflammation--and/or oxidative stress-induced vascular wall damage, particularly endothelial dysfunction, can be influenced by smoking. Endothelial dysfunction is an initiating event in atherogenesis, as well as a major factor in causing acute cardiovascular events. This review focuses on the mechanisms by which smoking causes aortic wall damage and subsequently induces clinical manifestation. Smoking cessation plays an important role in the management of atherosclerotic vascular disease.